The Rmral N avy gained an enormous advantage with the capture of alinost
all the Kriegsmarine's official records. At the end of April 1945 a 30th Assault
Unit detachment seized the German naval archives at Tambach castle, near
Coburg.”” The find included older historical files, techmical reports,
operational accounts, and war diaries. Historians and archivists at Tambach
had decided to use wood and gasoline set aside I‘m* desauction of the archives
to keep themselves warm through the winter.?® The Royal Navy's sudden
appearance solved the difficult professional dilemma of whether the
archivists, not very Keen on the idea in the- first place, should destroy the
records by somne alternative means.

The R{wﬂl Navy recognized the significance of the papers. After inspecting
Tambach, Commander Fleming recommended sending all post-1933 records.
along with I*._'I]'l"lr’ﬂtﬂll{ﬂ]}lfﬂll Dr. Peter Freiherr Handel-Mazetd, the chief
archivist, to the Admiralty.” The Tambach papers were centralized in
London with naval files found in other scattered locations within the
American and British Zones. Through prior airangements, all records were
"'the joint property of the British and U.S. Navies in the custody and under the
direction of the Director of Naval Illtf]]lgﬂlrhﬂ“ The Admirn: lln institmted an
ambitious classification, examination, and translation project, based upon its
existing captured documents filing svstem.

Given the vast quantity of l'eml'{lﬁ:, the identification and selection of
pertinent documents posed a major challenge. WENS personnel firom the
Special Duties (Y) Section prepared brief suunmmaries for circulaton to various
Admiralty departments, and then made "ﬁ‘l'l"ﬂl or oral franslations of
documents considered to be of further interest.”! Techmical and scientific
topics generally received highest priority. For example, some documents
provided valuable msights imto German torpedo development.’? The papers
proved especially useful in imterrogating naval officers and scientists. The
written records provided badkgromnd information, refreshed failing
memories on particular details, and checked the accuracy of oral statements.

Other records dealt with naval policy, both before and during the war.
Since military occupation ained at the elimination of German naval power,
John I‘»Imﬁ:{rp, a lawyer in the Admiralty's Military Branch, considered tlu*
material "'worth armh' with an eve to the future.™ Translated documents
exposed German evasions of the Treaty of Versailles and secret naval
rearmament under the Nazis. The Tambach archives furnished the mﬂ]m*
evidential source in the later prosecution of major and minor war criminals.*
These written docmments disclosed the extent to which German leaders
actively planned and waged wars of aggression.

Cﬂ]ll'lll't‘ of the naval archives presented a unique opportunity. The victor
navies were in absolute possession of most swrviving records from the
Ixn#g&mmww and its predecessors. At the direction of Captain Dudley Knox,
USN, in Washington, special teams at COMNAVEU's headquarters in
Grosvenor Square began a large-scale registration and microfilin programine
to obtain 'a reasonably complete set of archives (microfiln form) for general
historical reference in the future.'* The Roval Navy and US Navy intended to
use German sources in writing official and staff histories. In er under two
vears, the American teams produced 3,905 microfilm reels from records
selected by Captain Roland Krause, USN.¥ The Admiralty, which retained
the un,t_r,uml documents in London, imposed stict lﬁn*lrllmﬁ 01l ACCess.
During the trial of major war criminals at Nuremberg, the Director of Naval
Intelligence opposed defence requests to mspect documents and war diaries in
order 'to prevent the Germans from exploiting the contents of rlu* records
with a view to resmirecting theirr capacity for a future war.' ? Alrlmugll
eventmally forced to provide limited access, the Roval Navy cdaimed

proprietorial rights to the German naval archives. Unlike the inter-war
period, German naval authorities could not make use of historical w 1*1lm§ and
records to preserve a naval mradition and rebuild German sea power.”™ The
official written memory of the German navy was firmnly under British control.

Supplemental to the archival records, the Admiralty selected senior naval
officers to write essays dealing with various political, operational, and
specialized topics from the war. The rationale served more than just historical
purposes. Buirough suggested wll{llllg to Great Britain officers, 'who are
considered to be of outstanding importance and who, if left in Germany
might use their great l{lll]‘ﬁlﬂlgf to the detriment of the United Nations.™
Officers busily employved in writing could not become potential iinpediinents
to naval disarmament. Lientenant-Commander Ralph W.B. Izzard, RNVR.,
and the Roval Navy's Forward Interr 'I},Eﬂl'll]ll Unit cultivated a lugll level of
confidence with mam' senior naval officers.”? The voluntary essays were a
natural extension of this interrogation work......
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